
Announcement  
Business History Conference Meeting in Mexico City Changed to Hybrid Format 
 
As the world enters the third year of the pandemic, professional academic organizations continue 
to struggle with how best to stage annual meetings. The Business History Conference is no 
different. Like many of our counterparts, we have had some success hosting “virtual” versions of 
our annual meeting. At the same time, we have found that no virtual platform can supply the 
opportunities for networking and camaraderie that have been such an integral part of our 
organization’s in-person meetings. 
 
In light of this – and given the need to move forward with a concrete plan for our April meeting 
sooner rather than later – the Business History Conference will stage a hybrid conference in 
Mexico City that acknowledges the very real obstacles to travel that some members currently 
confront as well as the desire of many members to return to resume annual in-person meetings. 
 
This hybrid conference will not mix and match in-person and virtual presentations within individual 
panels because of the very significant technical challenges this approach entails. Instead, accepted 
papers and panels or roundtables originally scheduled to appear as part of the parallel sessions 
will be held online, while plenary sessions and other academic and social events will continue to 
be held in person. This approach guarantees that most of those who cannot travel because of 
Covid will still be able to participate, even if their plans change at the last minute. Likewise, anyone 
who is currently planning to stay home but who might consider traveling if the Covid situation 
improves will be able to do so. 
 
Those who travel to Mexico City will participate in a series of in-person events: plenary sessions, 
roundtables, receptions, the prize ceremony, and other special activities, both indoor and 
outdoor, that will be announced shortly. These events will take place on Friday evening, April 8, 
and all on Saturday, April 9. Some in-person events will be broadcast to those who cannot attend 
in person, but virtual attendees will not be able to participate. Members traveling to Mexico City 
will be encouraged to “attend” the online parallel sessions as well, congregating in special rooms 
set aside for this purpose.  
 
The BHC has opted to pursue a conference format that acknowledges the continuing uncertainty 
about the course of the pandemic; affords as much flexibility as possible in the face of this 
uncertainty; recognizes the fact that some members are unable or unwilling to travel; and ensures 
that members wishing to travel have an opportunity to connect with colleagues and participate in 
the annual meeting. The Program Committee encourages all BHC members who are able and 
willing to travel to consider attending the conference in-person to support our conference's 
tradition of scholarly collaboration and to nurture our reputation as a place where junior scholars 
can grow and develop in the field. 
 
The registration fees for the conference will reflect this hybrid approach, with different rates for 
each mode of participation. Details of this two-tier system will be announced at the time 
registration for the conference opens. 



 
We recognize that many universities will only pay for travel to a conference if the faculty member 
is presenting a paper or serving in an official role.  With most panels fully online, this may deprive 
some members of a rationale to travel.  Any member faced with this problem will be supplied with 
a certificate attesting to a need to travel to Mexico City to participate in on-site events. 
 
The Program Committee seeks to ensure the health and safety of in-person attendees and is 
currently working on making COVID tests available on site to those who travel to Mexico City. At 
the present time, Mexico has no Covid-related restrictions on travelers coming from other 
countries.  But given the changing course of the pandemic, we strongly encourage members to 
keep abreast of the situation in Mexico by visiting this site. Members will be responsible for 
keeping track of travel regulations in their home country. 
 
More information will be provided soon. We appreciate your patience and understanding. We also 
recognize that the approach described here is far from perfect. But as the events of the past two 
years have amply demonstrated, we do not live in an ideal world.  We hope that this arrangement 
will allow the BHC to maintain continuity with longstanding tradition while simultaneously 
acknowledging the peculiar challenges of our current moment. 
 
2022 BHC Program Committee 
ProgramCommittee@thebhc.org  

https://thebhc.org/2022-bhc-meeting 
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